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My Lord. | | 
$£22:222 T is a juſt Reflexion that Livy 
2 1 2 makes, That Mankind are much 
S . more ſenſible of the Interruption 
—& made in their Liberty, than of the 
utter Loſsof it. Acriores, ſays He, 
Sunt Morſus Libertatis interrupts, quam Amiſſe; 
When Men have been Slaves tor ſome time, 
they have no ſenſe of the Bleſſing of Freedom; 
Liberty has no Charms: And Oppreſſion, like 
a Dead Palſie benumbs them, that they can 
feel no weight, let it be never ſo great. But a 
free People can never he Ruin'd, without ſome 
Violent and Glorious Struggles for their Privi- 
leges. The leaſt approach of Arbitrary Power 
alarms them, and animates them with Noble 
and Generous Refentments tor the Publick. 
Good. Aad 'tis fit indeed ir ſhould ; for the 


Intringement of one Fuadameatal, eacqurages 
ib A ; the 


* 
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the breach of another : The Paſſions of Men 
have no bounds, and he that can gratify one 
Appetite with impunity, will be fore to in- 
dulge another. But certainly we can never 
Guard enough againſt every Violation of our 
Rights, nor Puniſh the Offenders with too 
much ſeverity. At preſent we are the only 
Nation of Exzrope that have preſerv'd the Li- 
berties tranſmitted to us from our great Fore» 
fathers; the noble Gothict Conſtitutions are 
All deſtroyed, and the Rights of Millions ſa- 
crificed to the Pride, Ambition, and Caprice 
of Vicious, Ignorant, or Obſtinate Stateſmen. 
Spain, France, and Denmark, are no longer 
Free, who but ſome Ages ago had their Re. 
preſentatives and Parliaments as well as we: 
The name of Liberty is no more heard amongſt 
them, and Slavery is taught to be an Inheri- 
tance by Divine Right. One would wonder 
how Nations fo Brave, and Great as they 
were, ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be ſo oppreſt; 
that now they have a Property in nothing, but 
the Chains they wear; How their Princes, 
who were originally their Creatures, and in 
thoſe Times choſen for their Virtue, Wiſdom, 
and good Qualities, ſhould be capable of de- 
ſtroying what was the Intereſt of All to pre- 
ſerve, would ſeem very odd, and unaccounta- 
ble, if Hiſtory did not fully diſcover the Me- 
thods, the Miniſtries of thoſe Princes took, 
for Ruining thoſe Reſpective Conſtitutions 


Saluff and Levy both obſerve, that the Ruin of 


the 


NK | 
the Commonwealth was owing to the Intro- 
duction of Luxury. This debauch'd Mens 
Morals, and made them fit Inſtraments for 
Ambitious Men to Enſlave their Country. 
The fame Inlet of Corruption has ſubverted 
the Conſtitutions of other Free Nations: Ex- 
travagance in all kinds of Expence has been 
always encourag'd by Miniſters that had a 
Deſign upon the Publick Liberty. Coſtly Equi- 
pages, Balls, Maſquerades Gaming, and Luxuri- 
ous Entertainments have been conſtantly cele- 
brated and extoll'd by them, on purpoſe to 
corrupt Mens Virtue, and introduce Poverty: 
From hence came Penſions, and Dependance; 
and from hence Slavery and Oppreffion. 46 
hoc Forte Derivata Clades, in Patriam, Pops» 
lamqut flaxit. This was the Caſe of Frante 
and Spain. Commines obſerves, that Lewis the 
Eleventh, who firſt laid the foundation in 
France of Arbitrary Power, gain'd moſt of his 
Advantages by his Bribes; He had always a 
ſtrong Band of Penlioners, and Hi, Money 
never fail'd of perſuading, where His Reaſon- 
ing did not always carry that apparent Evi- 
dence of Publick Good. In S we find no- 
ble Remonſtrances made by ſome Great Men 
in their Cortes, which were the ſame as our 
Parliaments, about the Invaſion of their 
Rights and Privileges : They bravely rold 
Charles the Fifth, That they were a Free Peo- 
ple, and would be Govern'd as ſuch ; That 
their Allegiance was no longet due, than the 
. 2 _ Laws 
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Laws were abſerv'd ; And that the Power of 
. his Northern Miniſters, for fo his Ger mans and 
his Flemmings were call'd, was contraaxy, to the 
Fundamental Rights of the Subject, of not 
being Govern'd by Foreigners; They Glori- 
ouſly complain'd, that v was made a Pro- 
vincę to Germany, and their Treaſures ex- 
hauſted in ſupport of Power which in all pro- 
bability would deſtroy them. This was the 
ſpirit of thoſe Great Mea ;, and the Effect of 
their Remonſtrance was a Generous and Lau- 
dable Aſſerting of their Rights by (Arms; And 
tho? they had the misfortune, of being over- 
power'd. by foreign Forces, and the Corrup- 
tion of a majority in one of their Parliaments, 
vet they had the ſatisſact ion of having done 
their Duty, and leaving their excellent Prote - 
ſtations for Publick Liberty on Record, to 
.condemn the inſamous Iniquity of thoſe Parri- 
cides, that ſold themſelves, their Polterity, 
and their Country for Money. Thus fatal 
has been Corruption and Bribery: And can 
we think the Adviſers of ſuch Methods can be 
puniſh'd too ſeverely ? Can ſuch Conduct in 
Miniſters be. too ſtrictly examin'd into? For 
to their Counſels are we, to attribute in a 
reat meaſure. the Actions of Princes. Lis 
more than probable that Charles the Fiſth had 

never ated as he did, had not he been inſti- 
ated by bis Foreign, Minilters; ſor we find 
Pim in the latter part of his Life, condemn- 
ing his former Conduct. The Oath he mage 
* ü - : t e 


CD, 


the Hollanders take to his Son Philip, of defend- 


ing their Liberties againſt the Invaſions of 


Arbitrary Power, and the Admiſſion of Fo. 
reigners, prove undeniably the Notion he had 
of that Accurſed Policy of Enflaving his Coun- 
try. It would be happy for every Free Nation, 
if they had Sumptuary Laws to reſtrain Mien 
from Exceſs in their Expences. Where Men 
have a competency they will be ſree; Walt 
makes dependance, and he that has nothing 
to loſe, will think nothing worth preſerving. 
In James the Firſts time, there was an attempt 
made to introduce ſome ſumptuary Laws a- 
mong us: But that Prince, who had little 
Craft, and il nature enough, to deſire to ſee 
Men Slaves, tho' he had not the Courage to 
make them fo, diſcountenanced every thing 
that had the Face of publick Good. To his 
Reign, and Charles the Second's, are we to at- 
tribute the Corruption of our Morals. Luxu 
and Vice, produced very fruitful Harveſts; 
under ſuch diligent Husbandmen. Our great 
Men were Impoveriſh'd, aud forc'd to become 
Penſioners for a ſubſiſtance: And how fatal 
hat had like to have been to our Conſtitution, 
particularly in Charlies the Second's time, we 
tan only conſider with Horror, and Indiguati- 
on. So Degenerate, and Abandon'd were ve 
that Wars were made upon à Nation, for 
whom we ſhould have fought, in Alliance with 
a Prince that was the growing Terror of Ex. 
rope. Vaſt Sums were rais'd on the People, to 
41 maine 
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maintain Pimps, Penſioners and Whores; and 
this for a poor ſtipen 
corrupted, that I have been well inform'd. 
they would give a Vote on which the Fate of 
Ezrope depended, for a Dinner at the Green- 
cloth. Many of theſe Wretches were only Day- 
Labourers, that work'd Jobs of V illainy occaſi- 
onally, while the Craftieſt Knaves and De- 
magoues, where taken into Service by the 
7 But God be prais'd, thoſe days are over, 

nkind are too full of Abhorrence and De- 
teſtation of ſuch Villainies, to bear any ſuch 
Practice again. A Penfioner is now become 
Infamous, and no Man that has the leaſt re- 


gard for Honour and Reputation, would be 
liable to ſuch an Imputation. We 


have now a Spirit of Virtue and Liberty reign- 


ing among us; we have a good and gracious | 


Prince, and a noble Conſtitution guarded by 
excellent Laws, particularly an Act of Settle- 
ment, which Religioully obſerv'd in the parts 

et unrepeal'd, muſt make us all Happy. It 
is ſo Glorious an AR, that I'can't forbear tran- 
icribingit: *Twas an Act contriv'd by that 
truly great and able Statefman, and worthy 
Patriot, the Lord Sommers ; and palt by that 
Admirable Man, King William, a Prince rais'd 
by Providence, to be the Scourge of Tyranny, 
and ro ſave and protect the Rights of a Brave 
and Jazur'd People, and to continue them, as 
jaras Human Wiſdom and Virtue can provide, 
Iaviolable to Poſterity. 310 THE TL; The 


d. Nay, ſo far were ſome | 
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The W, ords ave, 


* T HA T whoſaever ſhall hereafter come to 
the Poſſeſſion of this Crown, ſhall join in Com- 
munion with the Church of Exgland, as by 
© Law Eſtabliſh'd. In Force. | 

* THAT ia caſe the Crown and Impe 


rial 


3 © Digaity of this Realm, ſhall hereafter come to 


© any Perſon, not being a Native of this King- 
dom of Exgland, this N ation be not obliged ro 


3 < engage in any War, for the Defence of any 


© Dominions, or Territories which do not be 

long to the Crown of Exgland, without the 

* conſent of Parliament. Tet in Farce. 
* THAT no Perſon, who ſhall hereafter 


come to the Poſſeſſion of this Crown, ſhall go 
> © outof the Dominions of 


land, Scutland, or 
Ireland, without conſent of Parliament. . Re- 
< peal'd 1 G. His Majeſty, as the Preamble ſets 
forth, having a Son. 
* THAT from, and after the time the Li- 
* mitation ſhall take effect; all matters relating 
* to the well Governing of this Kingdom, 
* which are Properly izable in the Privy- 
* Council, by the Laws and Cuſtoms of this 
< Realm, ſhall be tranſacted there; and all Re- 
« folutions taken thereupon, ſhall he ſigned by 
* ſuch of the Privy - Council as ſhall adviſe and 
conſent to the ſame. I Force. 
© THAT after the Limitation hall ta 
effect, no Perſan born aut af the 


* England, 


Kingdoms at, 


Var. 7ꝶ6WV ones oor wow e — — 
— 
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=” Exgland, Scotland, or Ireland, or the Dominions | 


* thereunto belonging. (although he be Natu- 
© ralized, or made a Denizen, except ſuch as 
are Born of Exgliſb Parents) ſhall be capable 
to be of the Privy Council, or a Member of 
either Houſe of Parliament; toenjoy any Office 
or Place of Truſt, either Civil or Military; or 
© to have any Grant of Lands, Tenements, or 
© Hereditamears from the Crown to himſelf or 
© toany other, or others in truſt for him. Je 
in Force. | h 

* THAT no Perſon who has an Office, o 
Place of profit under the King, or receives a 
Fenſion from the Crown, ſhall be capable of 
© ſerving as a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
© mons. Repeal d, or Explaiz'd ſince his Maje- | 
* ſty's Acceſſion; Jean tell which. 
THAT Judges Commiſſions be made 
Quam din ſe bene Geſſerint, and the Salaries 
«© a{certain'd and eltabliſh'd: But upon the 
* Addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament, it 
© may be Lawful to remove them. In Force. 

* THAT no Pardon under the Great Sea! 
© of Enzlend, be pleadable to an Impeachmear 
© by the Commons in Parliament. I Force. 


WHAT a Glorious and Wiſe Proviſion is 
here, for the Liberties of a People? With 
what Intreachmears are we guarded againſt 
any attempts from Arbitrary Power? Theſe 
Barriers nothing can force' while we are true 


to our ſelves: Theſe Laws ſhall till preſerve 
* ft = | 


— 


own uncorrupe Judgment ſhould dictate w 


.69)) 
us: Not even the Villainy of the Sogth-Sr4 
Directors, nor the more wicked, and ſhameful 
— Villains, and their Accomplices 
fi om Juitice, ſhall be able to overturn this 
Great, this Glorious and Antient Conſtitution. 
Tho? the violent Invaſion of our Property has 


been ſo Impudent and — — ht 
be thought, (did not we well know our Mi 

niſtry ) ta be deſiga d to introduce Arbitrary 
Power; and alarm us by this preparatory Ca- 
lamity, to expect ſomething ſtill more terrible 
to come. But while theſe Laws remain, and 
are Executed, we have Liberty; and while 
we have Liberty, we ſhall certainly do our 
felves juſtice upon theſe Miſcreants, that arg 
conſiderrble only by their Villainies. Such 
Crimes can never ga unpuaiſh'd; and ſhauld 
the Laws, and Legiſlature be ſuppoſed Capa 
ble of ſuffering them to Eſcape, (the contrary 
of which, we find in the noble Spirit, and 
Zeal of both Houſes,) yet the Law of Nature 
wanld demand Satisfaction, ſhould ſuch a 
defection from common Juſtice and Honour 
ever happen: Every Man, ſays Grorias, might 
right himſelf ; and Execute the Sentence hi 


bim. Lam, 
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LETTER II. 
W Lord, 95 

S ve judge of the Wiſdom and Happineſs 
1 A of a People from the form of their Go- 
vernment, and the due Execution of Good and 
Uteful Laws; fo we take our Notions of a 
Miniſtry, from the Proſperity, Quiet and 
Glory which a Nation enjoys from their Poli- 
cy, and the Beachcial Acts made under their 
Admianittration. If a State encreaſes in 


Wealth, if its Trade Improves, if tis Conſi- 
derable Abroad, and Eaſy at Home, if proper 


Regulations are made for the equal Liberty of 


All. and Defence of Property; Chen we pro- 
nounce a Miniſtry Wiſe and Ab'e, and Diſtin- 
guiſh them by the glorious Name of Patriots. 
Bur if on the-contrary, Commerce decays, if 
Diſcontents and Murmurs ariſe on every fide, 
if foreign Courts ſhow bur little or no Regard 
to it, and fatal or inſigaihcant Statutes are 
_ Bnatted, What can we think of a People un- 
der ſuch a Miniſtry, or not expect from their 
Adminiftracioa ? Certain it is, the Miſeries 
and Calamities of a People are to be imputed 
to them; and they ſtand Accountable for 
their Ignorance, Negligence, or Corruption. 
They are Guardians of our Liberties, and en- 
truſted with our Intereſts: For this we Ho- 
nour, and give them Precedence , and for this 


ſup 


Aa — — — 8 e rr 


he Fl 
Corrupts the Morals of others by 


(110 

ſupport them in their Dignity. And indeed a 
Good Miniſter can never be eſteem'd too 
much. The Poſt he fills requires great A ppli- 
cation and Integrity: He is to devote himſelf 
to the Publick Good, and neglect his on Fro- 
fit, Eaſe, and Pleaſure; He is to have no 
Ambition bur to ſerve his Country; nor any 
views but thoſe of Honour, Virtue, and Li- 
berty. He is to facrifice his Private Reſent- 
ments to the Publick Intereſt; and Reward 


Men of Merit without | Partiality to Friend- 


{hips or Relations. He is to watch over the 
Morals of the People, and cake care of all At- 
tempts againſt the Virtue of the Common» 
wealth; and, like ſome Wiſe Law-Givers, 
puniſhing: with Death the Offerer as well as 


the Taker of a Bribe; Rightly judging; that 


ſuch a Practice mult end in the utter Ruin of 
the Conſticytion. This we expect from a Pa- 
triot: But if a Miniſter is Corrupt, if he 
little underſtands the Buſineſs he is entruſted 
with, or if be underſtands it, neglects it for 


his Pleaſures; it he is Irreſolute in What is 


Laudable, or Obſtinate in what is Wrong; if 
, or is Govern'd by Counſels de- 
ſtructive of the Intereſts of his Country, or 
the irreſiſt· 
able temptation of a Penſion, What ſhall we 
ſay to ſuch a Perſon, or how treat him with 
ſufficient Scorn and. Indignation ? Shall we 


call him a Patriot? or rather fhall we not 
call him a Betrayer 7 his Country, and cry 
£12; 2 


aloud 


{ 2) 

14 loud for Juſtice . Ves, ſurely we ſhaſl j tis a Debt 
17 ve owe our Selves and our Country; tis à Debt 
„ all Nations have demanded, and Miniſters 
I's been oblig'd'to pay. Of this Truth, our own 
17 -Hiltories will give us abundant proof: Our 
brave 'Fore-Fathers would always Vindicate 
their Liberties, and puni ſh the Violation of their: 
Rights They gloriouſly Remonſtrated againſt 
the Government of Foreign Miniſters in the 
Reigns of Stephen, Henry the Third, and Ed- 
ward the Seeond, and Curs'd the Direction of 
Spaniſh Counſels in the time of James the Firſt. 
Thoſe noble Parliaments were juſtly jealous 
of their Privileges: And rho? weak Princes 
would ſometimes & their Favourites a- 
een the Bent and Inclination of the People; 


— ———— 
— ——— — — — 

1 

— — — 


yet the People never left Proſecuting thoſe 
avourites, till they were facrifie'd ito their 
juſt Rage and Reſentment, Even the Two 
Spenſers, thoſe Darlings of their Prince; were 
at laſt Maſter'd and put to Death, tho' their 
Obſtinacy and Ambition involy*d ithe Nation 
in a Civil War. Indeed in the Reign of Charles 
the Second; we were Univerſally corrupt; a 
wicked Miniſtry made a wicked Nation; our 
Repreſentatives were” moſt Penſioners; and 
dur Legiſlature was in the Houſe of Bondage. 
French Counſels infected our Cabinet; and the 
true Jatereſt of Exgland was no more regard- 
11 ed. Dwxkirk, a Place almoſt as _— 
tl (Gibralter, or Port- Mahon, was baſely fold, 
1 deliver; d up; our Fleetg fought the Battles of 
1 | ; others; 
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others; and violent Seizures and Invaliohs 


were made on our Property: Thus all chings 
tended ro Arbitrary Power, and the Rum of 
the Conſtitution. /- But of a ſudden the Nation 
was alarm'd; God open'd the eyes of the Par 
liament to perceive the Danger of their Liber. 
ties; The Antient Engliſi Virtue revivd in 
them, and call'd up the memory of their An- 
ceſtors that died in the Cauſe of Liberty; 
Thoſe that had been Penſioners for ſo ttta 
Years, became Patriots, and Zzealous Aﬀerto 
of their Laws and Privileges,” They now Ab. 
hored themſelves, and the Court, and x 
after ſigna lia d their Virtue in oppoſing the 
Impious Deſigus: So that after a long Seffious 
of Eighteen years, they had the 


rand 
Glory to be Difſolv'd;  norwithftanding the 


Fer 


Meaſures, and be — to the: Courts 
But they rejected the offer 'with the Th 
— 


allurin 


promiſes” of ane _—_ ro * make 
rhem-- 


eyperual, would they change their 


Diſdain and Indignation, as an A 
ſubverr tlle Conttitution. And indeed 
well: For how far the Body of Wot 


mightrhink That an Abſolute Breach 1 


and what might be the Conſequences ol 


an Opinion, would perhaps be very diffies 
to Determine: Theſe Thin figs were done ſo 


dur laſtruction. Tis true, nothing of | 
Nature is like to ha to Us: Vir yer n 
Tucnas ſays, We thould Tnſervire Poſſerb. 


YI maya Prince and Parliament arife, rhat 
may 
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Kare and admirable Endowments! We have 


(14) 
ay not attend ſo nicely to ſuch Tranfactions; 
and a wicked Miniſtry may prevail again, as 
it has often done before. We indeed have 
Great Reaſon to be Thankful ; for certainly 
never was the Enxgliſb Nation Govern'd by 
ſuch a Miniſtry ; nor will Poſterity, I believe, 
ever ſee the like again. I humbly ask Pardon 
if J offend their Modeſty: But I ſhould not 


hem that juſtice which all Sober, and Diſ- 


= 


pa ſſionate Men defire ta ſee done, if I did 
not Congratulate my Country upon ſo won- 
derful a Conſtellation of Great Men: Perſons 


fo 8 ad mird and eſteem'd for their 
lick Spirit, Underſtanding, and 
good Conduct, that — Doubt, whe- 


Probity, Pu 


ther they are more belov'd by their Country 
than they Love and wiſh well to it. Indeed tis 
our Peculiar happineſs, to have ſome Great 
Men, of ſuch ſingular Abilities, that they can 
diſcharge Poſts of different Natures, and 


which require different Talents, with equal 


skill, integrity, and ſucceſs; Perſons. that 


ſhift and change Offices, and Execute 
all with the ſame Addreſs; and, as 
was ſaid of Cato the Cenſor, When you | 


ſee them in one Employment, you'd 
ſwear they knew little of — thing elſe. 


had the Bleſſing of ſeeing one great Man, Firſt 
Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, Lord Preſident 
of the Council, Secretary of State, Graom: of 
the Stole, and Lord Privy - Seal ſucceſſively, and 


yet | 
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ons; yet with what Honour, Dexterity, and Ap» 
„ as plauſe, has He acquitted himſelf in all theſe 
nave Places? We have ſcen a Perſon advanced to be 
inly Secretary of State, like another De Wit, at an 
Age, when others are but ſetting out into the 
World, But his Knowledge of the Arts of 
Peace and War, and of the Intereſts and de- 
ſigus of Foreign Prinees, his extraordinary Ab- 
ſtinence from Pleaſures, and application to 
Buſineſs, made him abſolutely neceſſary, to 
act in Concert with Perſons that delign'd no- 
thing but the Glory and Happineſs of the Na- 
tion. But his Death, Lamented by all good 
Men, has deltroy'd the Hopes we had con- 
2 ceiv'd of fo valuable and uncorrupt a Patriot. 
But why dwell we upon particulars? 'Tis with 
Us, as with a fine Face ; where its Beauty dots 
not conſiſt in this or that Feature, but in the 
Symmetry, and Harmony of the whole. The 
Glory and Security of the Nation does not de- 
pend upon the Integrity and Conduct of one 
Miniſter, but upon the joint Endeavours of 
all in the Adminiſtration; Tis this Concur- * 
7 rence that makes us thus happ - Tis this 
3 Union that expedites the moſt cult Affairs, 
and removes thoſe Embarraſments and Per- 
plexities, that might otherwiſe be Fatal; this 
Agreement and Correſpondence does not affect 
Us only; the effects are Diffuſive and Univerſal. 
All Europe Extol their Policy, and feel the In- 
fluence of their Counſels. Fain would I know, 
when the Exgliſb Nation made ſo great a Fi- 


Bure 
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gute as it makes now? Has not the Swede, and 
even the Mighty Emperor of Germany Sollici- 
ted for our Aſſiſtance? Has not Span felt the 
fury of our Fleet, and the Czar own'd the 
dread of our Naval Preparations? Should any 
be fo weak or perverſe to dishelieve it, let him 
repair to Bremen, and viſit the Territory of 
Verdase, and he'd learn the Glory of the Ex. 
gliſb Nation, and perceive the Terrors of our 
Baltic Squad ron. We are the Arbiters of 


Peace and War: And all the Sons of Men 


conſent to fear us, except the States of Brabant, 
who are ſafe only by being iaconſiderable. 
Tell me when were there ſuchtew Diſcontents, 
Murmurs, and Remonſtrances? When ſat 
People more contented, more eaſy, and more 
ſubmiſſive? And whatever Plots ſome Per ſons 
might alarm us with, yet with how little noiſe, 
hurry, and tumult have they been ſappreſt ; 
that many have ſuſpected that there have been 
none at all. Yet will I ask again, when Flou- 
nf d the Nation under ſuch excellent and uſe. 
ful Laws, as have been pas d ſince his Majeſty's | 
Acteſſion to the Throne, and during the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration ? Should Igive a Summary 
of theſe Acts, how would-Eavy and Detracti- 
on be ſilenced ? I ſhall mention the chief, and 
leave the reſt to the curious and intelligent 
Reader. Ia this noble Collection of Laws, 
where ſhall I begin firſt? We have many ad- 
mirable and neceſſary Acts to Attaint'Traytors 
in open Rehelian 3 and multitudes for the be. e 
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ter Regulation and * the Army, and 
to prevent Mutiny and Deſertion, and others 
for ſupplying the Dehciencies /5f the Civil 
Lift. We have an Act to enable liis Majeity 
to go abroad; and another for the Importati- 
on of Turbets in Forreiga Bottoms. We have 
a Bill to reſtrain the Running of Brandy; and 
another to keep the South S Directors within 
the Land. We have a Perperual Riot Law,. by 
which every Juſtice may keep the Peace, by 
commanding upon pain of Death, any Twelve 
Perſons that are met together, to diſperſe; and 
another for the Preſervation af the Game, and 
the ſecurity of Salmon. We have Statutes for 
ſuſpending the Habeas Corpar Act, by deraining 
Perſons in Prifon during Pleaſure ;/ and others 
againit Wears, Nets that are too large, and 
illegal Practices in catching of Fiſh. We have 
ARs tor Repealing and Explaining parts of the 
Act of Serlemenr, and others for Explaining 
Branches of the Game Act. We have a South 
$es Bill, and an Act againſt Frauds in Colouring 
of Snuff. We have an Act for confirming the 
Charters of Aſſurance; and another againtt the 
Combination of Journey-men Taylors, and to 
diſcourage Cloth-Buttons. And laſtly, we have 
an Act, roQualify Penſioners at Will, to Vote 
in the Houſe of — and another which 
immediately follows, to reſtrain Carmen from 
riding in their Cartss Theſe Laws ſhow the 
Happineſs of ſuch an Adminiſtration. Indeed 
the $84:hSeq Bill has not anſwered fo fully as 

3 might 
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might have been wiſh'd; but to whom ſhall we 
impute it? Not to the Miniſtry. The Power 
indeed they had by that Ad, of checking the 
Villainous deſigns of the Direftors, unfortu- 
nately was given up by the Treaſury, to the 
Directors themſelves. Bur ſuch a Breach of 
Truſt could never have been expected from 
Men of their Character, and known Integrity. t 
Indeed by this means, they and their Accor A | 
plices have got the Wealth of the whole Nation F ! 
into their Hands, but what ſignifies that? The 1 
Encouragement given to the Weavers and the | 
late Button Act, will ſoon reſtore the Trade le 
and Credit of the Nation, to the utter confu- . 
ſion of all Callicoes, Whether Stain'd or Un- lg 
ſtaind. After all, as the beſt of Men are Ft 
ſabje& to Cenſure, if I might Preſume to 
blame the Miniſtry, I think with great Submiſ- 
ſion, I might obſerve, that they have nor ſub 
ficiently encouraged theDiſcovery of the Longi. 
tude, nor taken proper meaſures to get a Pro- 
teſtant Pope. But this I muſt ſubmit to the 
Judgment and (Conſideration of Wiſer and C 
I. 


Abler Mea than my Self. lam,” ' + I 
+ * 1 2 » 6 . * | 4 4 ; | ni 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips, 63 
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the 5 My Lord. =? T2, ' - n 
* H E Queſtion your Lordſhip ĩs pleas'd tio 
om ask about the Nature of Prerogative and 


ity. the Extent of the Legiſlative Power, has per- 
om plex d many. Great and Learned Men; and 
ion might in a Nation that did not enjoy that per- 
Che | left Liberty that we do, be thought perhaps 4 
the little dangerous toAnſwer: But however I ſhall - 
ade ecndeavour to give your Lordſhip all the fatig» 
1fa- | {ation I am able. Prerogative, and the Le- 
Un- || gillativePower, were allowed, and ſettled by 
are | the Body of the People, for the better ſecurity 
10 and advantage of Society: They are Truſts. 
ni I tor the Publick Good, and have their bounds 
ſug in Reaſon, and the Law of Equity. The End 
agi. of them, was the Liberty and Safety of the 
pro Community; and for the Maintenance and 
the | Improvement of Property. They were the 
and Creatures of the People; and rais'd for their 
I Defence; and defign'd for their Happineſs; - 
- [| vorwithſtanding what the Folly; the Flattet7 
and Corruption of ſome have vainly aſſerted / 
to the contrary. Prerogative is nothing bur 
Vawritten Law, left to the wiſdom and dif 
cretion of the Prince, to be made uſe of by 
him on all extraordinary Emergencies of State: 
"Tis not a Lawleſs Extravagant Power of act 
ing Arbitrarily; * 'ris rather an allbwed 
>< 
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Complimental Power, that the Prince may 
better ſhow. his Wiſdom, Courage, and Con- 
duct, in the Government of his People, in 
Caſes that can't be foreſeen. Could Men 
have provided againſt every Miſchief, there 


had been no ſuch thing as Yrerogative ; and 


were Princes always, and una voidably W ife 
and Good, there would be no occaſion for 


written Law: But the Vices, Weakneſs, and 


Follies of Mankind, make both abſolutely 
neceſſary. The: Legiſlatute is the whole force 
off the Community lodg'd in ſuch and ſuch 
Hands: Iis a Delegation of the Rights of All 
to the Execution of a Few, whoſe Probity, Vir- 
tue, Wiſdom, and ſuperiour Qualities, have 


recommended to the eſteem and choice of the 


Multitude: This is the Foundation of their 


Being The Powers they are arm'd with, are 


the Feoples; and all that Omnipotence they 
are inveſted with, is ſtill but the Collective 
Authority of the ſeveral Individuals. The 
Enact ing, and Execution of the Laws is in- 


deed: lodg d with them; but that Original 


Power thus to Enatt and Execute, came 
wholly from the People. Tis a matter meer- 
ly Confidential. and Fiduciary; and whenever 
a Legiſlature acts againſt the important Inte- 
reſts, and original Compact of the People; ſo 


far; they are guilty of a Breach of Truſt; ſo 


far they act without Authority, and are An- 
ſwerable to their Principals: for the violation 


of their Engagements, The Dernier — 
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and Sammam Imperiem, is ſtill in the People; 
and they are Accountable for the Uſurpation 
of any extravagant and pernicious Powers; 
In ſuch a Tyranny, and unjuſt Domination, 
Mankind have a Right of Demanding Satis. 
faction from their Repreſentatives. They 
may Enquire into their Notorious Miſconduct; 
and Examine into their Faral Corruption, 
This we find done in the Time of Edward this 
Second : The Lords and Commons had made 
a delegation of their Power, to ſome of both 
Houſes, to tranfa& the Buſineſs of thy whole 
Nation. The joint Authority of the Legiſla-' 
ture was devolv'd into @ few hands; and the 
Perſonal: Confidence that the People placed in 
their Repreſentatives, was transferred to othzrs 
to be Executed by them This Conduct the 
People juſtly reſented; and the ſubſequent 
Parliament declar'd their proceedings illegal, 
and contrary to the Fundamental Conſtitution 
of the Nation. And indeed it ſeems highly 
reaſonable it ſhould: be fo ; for ſuch a volun 
tary Abdication from Parliament, and Ab- 
ſenting from Buſineſs, 9 in 
wing ning and Ambitious Men an o 
unity of I - on the Pablick; 110 
paſſing ſuch Laws as may be Deſtructive of 
the common Liberty. Whatever Artifices / 
crafty Men may malte uſe of to colour their 
Arbitrary behaviour, yet & Free People, win 
know when they are oppreſo d, and ſhow ther 
1 * 


» 
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- 
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given, is not exactly and rightly purſued : 
They won't admit of an overbearing and un- 
ſatisfactory Reply, That they are not proper 
Judges of ſuch Tranſactions; they have till 
the ſame Reaſon and Underſtanding to judge 

of the Conduct of Men, as they had at firſt 

to judge of their Abilities. If their Expecta- 
tion is not anſwer'd, they will murmur; and 
thoſe. murmurs all Wiſe Men will think it 
worth their while to endeavour to appeaſe and 
remove. When the Roman People made their 
Decemvirs, they arm'd them with the Tribu · 
nitial and Dictatorial Power. They gave 
them the whole Authority of the Common. 
wealth, and inveſted them with rhe abſolute 
Diſpoſal of their Lives and Fortunes. Never 
had any ſet of Men a greater Extent of 
Juriſdiction; and yet what deference did 
thoſe firſt Decemvirs pay to the judgment of 
the People, and what regard to their Opinion 
and Direction? They well knew for what end 
they were inſtituted, and how their Conduct 
would be Scann'd after the expiration of their 
Office, which was to continue for a Year. They 
ſaw the Eyes of the Common wealth were 
upon them, and that the Favour or Contempe . 
of the Community would be beſtow'd upon 
them, as they behav'd themſelves in the Exer- 
ciſe of this unbounded Power. Livy, that ad- 
mirable Hiſtorian, and Wiſe Politician, come 
mends their deference to the Judgment and 
Direction of zhe People, and tranimits 9 
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to Poſterity, in an Advantagious and Honour- 


able light, and ſets them in an happy oppoſiti- 
on to thoſe Vile Decemvirs that ſucceeded in 
the Adminiſtration, and who are Infamous for 
Subverring the Conſtitution, and Invading the 
Liberties of their Country. Theſe Decemvirs, 
as we have obſerved, were choſen for a Year 
and no longer, ao compile a Body of Laws 
for the better Government of the State. The 
Roman People were then only Honeſt, plain 
Men, They had no Luxury, and no Subtleties, 
and Fineneſſes of Policy. They had a mind 
to have their Property, and their Liberties ſe- 
cur'd: for this reaſon, they reſolv'd to have a 
ſtanding Body of Laus to reſort to, to aſcer- 
tain their Rights, and take away that Vagam 
jus, that may be apply d to every occaſion that 
a corrupt Judge ſhall think fit. Accordingly 

Lecemvirs were choſen, and the Decem T bale 

that were brought from Grece, wereconfirm'd.” 
Theſe Laws were ſo well approv'd, that upon 
the Report that there-wasa Deficiency of two 
Tables, other Dacemvirs were appointed, who 
were to continue for a year and no longer, to 
make the Collection ſtill · more compleat. 
This was an admirable deſign; bat the O- 
cemvirs that were choſen, were different from 
the firſt in their Virtue and Moderation; as 
the method of their Election was contrary to 
the order and regularity of the Precedeat; * 
Faction and Ambition prevail'd:- They werte 
no ſooner in Poſſeiſion of their Office, eg the-- 
nnn * ſweety 
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ſweets of unbounded Power put them upon 
trying the Extent of that Power. The Inter- 
eſt of the People was no more regarded; Their 
Properties were invaded, and their Liberties 
inſulted. Freedom of Speech was now a 
Crime, and Virtue Fatal. Fundamentals gave 
way to Tyranny, and every Right and Privi- 
lege fell a Sacrifice to that Power, for whoſe 
very fake that Power was created. Ihe ſhort- 
neſs of their duration gave new force to their 
oppreſſion. But at laſt neceſſity put them up- 
on eſtabliſhing themſelves; And they Reſolv'd 
to continue this exorbitant Authority, beyond 
the expreſs Agreement and Limitation of the 
People. Lys Words are ſo Admirable and 
Elegant, that I beg leave to tranſcribe them. 
nia, fays that excellent Author, etiam ſine 
ac tore eierat, won in preſentis modo tempor is 
eas injuriam conſpiraſſe wy dus Clandeſtinum in. 
ter ipſos jure jurondo itum, ne Comit. a haberent , 


Pergetwogar Decemviratu, Pofſeſſum femel obti-. 


nerent imperium; Cireumſpettare tam Patricio- 
rum vuitus, Plabeii. & inde Libertatis capt are 


Auram, ande ſervitut em timendo, in cum ſtat um 


Rem pulli 
Decamviros, 4d:ſſe 


& Creaere haud indignis Accidere. Avide raenda 


That is, There Was 4 


. be 


cam adduxerant. Primores Patrum odiſſe- 
Plobem, nec probere que fierent, 


4 Libertatom, in Seruituem Elapſas juvare nol 
clas  guoge injurias, ut tadio preſentium, 
Priſtinus rerun: Status in Deſiderium ventat. 
Report ( which after 
Se d 10 by: true} hu the Author could not 


—_— ww. Ty, wy . 


People for a ne Election. Idas, fays £57 
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be known, chat the Decemvirt not only al. 
felted: a preſent Ty tanay, but deſigu'd t con- 
tioue themſelves; for! ever, and accordingly 
made à ſolema and ſecret. Combination; by 
Oath for this puręoſe, 1 Nee 20d caſt thei 
Eyes on the Nohles for Fro] 
they would lead the way to the ms of 
their Liberty. and the Antiegt Cal n 
But the chef of the Nobilizy y bored the Peo i 
bo well as the Decemuirs And tho! they, 
prov'd of what was done, yet they thoug 
7 Calamities were oy: fall u dal ln e an 
Povple, for the Methods the 
their ſuppoſed Freedom ; 123 We 555 
no help, hoping that chis Oppreſſian wou 
make them loog after their od Form of Goe 
vernment. Thus Miſerable were the People: 
Aad when the time for creating new 
ſtrates was come, yet the Decemvirs ſtill exęr- 
cis d their Power, and refuſed to Aſſemble 5 


maja venere. Wulf. ſabrogatis mag! arthur. 
Frivati pro Decemwirus; #tque | animig ad iner i 
am inhibendum immitiutis; weque ad ſpeciem lo- 


noris inſig nibus Prodeunt. Id Regnum haud av 
bie widers. Deptoratur in pen pet ham Libertas. 
Nec vindex Quiſ gu am eniſtit, 2 Futuna 4 222 
tar. Nt ipſi ſolum fleſponats ant  anizwos, fes 
— cepti. enant 4 fabi 


* 


— 2 Power did not hold long Tb 
— aflanteditheir Libertigs, ; 
[== W 


(26) 


Oppreſſion. Thus ended the D-cemvirat, 3 
Power that had been capable of doing infinite 
Service to the Publick, had it kept within due 
bounds: But being ſtrain'd beyond the Limits 
the People had preſcribed for its Exerciſe and 
Duration, it was aboliſn'd by them; and a 


- 


ſolemn Reſolution taken never to create ano- 
ther Magiſtrate, from whom” there could be 
no Appeal to the People, that fo by their inter- 
vention, they might Prevent or Redreſs any 
Encroachments that ſhould be after made up- 
on their Conftiturion, And indeed the Roman 
Peaple were fo. jealous of their Rights, that 
255 never thought themſelves truly ſafe till a 

AW was paid, that no one ſhould be Con- 


ul two years together; they thought the com. 
paß of à Year tufficient't6 continue any Man 


1 the ſame Employment; and had rather ſuf- 
fer the incon ventence of a good Con ſul's leaving 


. 


his Deſigns unfini{h'd; than endanger the Con- 
ſtitution by the prolongation of 'Power in vi- 
cious or ambitious Hands. And this Tacitas 


obſerves was the Conduct of Tiberius, no in- 


conſideràble Politician, in relation to his Go- 
verndurs of * Provinces: He well knew that 
the continuance of Power made Men unable 
to refiſt the ſollicitations of Avarice and Ambi- 
tion, and would put them upon Daring what 
- otherwiſe they had not thought of; and of Ex» 
ecuting what leſs time muſt neceſſarily leave 


Imperfect. But the Raman People religiouſly 


© 6blerv'd chis Mauim ti Aries time; And 


then 
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then their Fear of the Cimbrian Invaſion made 
them break in upon their Conltitution, to 
chooſe Marias their Conſul two, years fucceſ. 
ſively, and by that means gave him an oppor-* 


oy * 


tunity of Ruining the Commonwealth, and 
ving the way for a Perpetual Dictator. 
any wiſe Nations, have likewiſe acted ac- 
cording to the Rules of this Policy; the Gets 
had their Annual Meetings, and formerly;our 
Elections of Parliaments were every year, but 
ſome Inconyeniencies appearing, our preſent 
Septennial Act has at length been introduced, 
and eſtabliſhed. But to. return from whence 
we have digreſſed; The Collective Body of 
the People have always expected that their 
Pact a Converts ſhould be obſery'd; they have 
ſhow'd their Reſentments upon every Viola- 
tion; and diſcover'd the fatal Power of an 
injur'd and incens'd, Multitude. Tis danger- 
ous making Experiments how much they will 
bear; Their Love and Good - w ill may be eaſily 
gain d; Gentle and, Juſt uſage will make them 
Friends: And a Regard to their Fundamen- 
mentals will joſpire them with the utmoſt Ve- 
neratioa for their Patriots. Look into the 
Hiſtories of Grece, and take away Ambition 
to alarm them, and Actual Attempts upon the 
Conſtitution, and you'll find the People quiet, 
eaſy, and ſubmiſſide: Touch that, or make 
any approaches 10 Inngvation, and you raiſe 
their fury and indignation. Would any Man 
apprehend the Ay. had common Senſe, 
etT 2 for 


«lat! 
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for the uptgat and confuſion they were in upon 
the Maiming of their Merturses? But wont: 
He commend their Jealoufy, and applaud 


oe Keſeqtmanes „When He knows this 
tion was deſign'd as an Introduction to Ty- 
ranny, and to try how far the People would 
admit of an Alteration in their Form of G0 
vernment? They were Tenacious of their Pri- 
vileges, and abhorr'd the leaſt tendency to 
Slavery: And Whoever attempted to continue 
his Power beyond the time that was allow*d 
by Law and common Conſent, was ſure to 
periſh in the undertaking, however Great and 
Formidable was the Intereſt of the Confpira- 
tor, .and whatever Reafons of Publick Good 
were pretended for the neceſſity of ſuch Con- 
duct, either from the Apprehenſion of For- 
reign Enemies, or the Dread of Civil Commo- 
tions. Thus, my Lord, I have obey'd your 
Commands, and told you what my Sen- 
timents are concerning Government: That 
it was rais'd by the, People for their Bene- 
fit, and deſign'd for their Happineſs ; That 
All might enjoy 1 and the Comſorts 
and Conveniencies of Life: That they might 
be free from rhe attempts of Crafty and De- 
ſigning Men, and better refift Oppreſfion by 
the Union of their Hands, and Counſels. 
That Laus made by common Conſent, ſhould 
be p 157 obſervd; That cheir Righbrs 
might de Protected, #hd Avarice, Corruption 
and Ambition * 
157 TP 8 1 WY i. L 4 Fe e ö 
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Theſe were Mens Notions in Antient times, 
when Flattery had not as yet prevail'd, 
nor Corruption enfſlav'd Mens Virtue, 
With what Contempt had thoſe brave and 
honeſt Men treated a Wreteh that ſhould have 
dared to Aſſert, that Mankind were made far 
the Tyranny and Lawleſs Rule of One, ev 
way perhaps Inferior to the reſt? One Perad- 
venture, that had not any one good Quality, 
but meerly the Accidental good Fortune of 
being Deſcended from Worthy and Illuſtrious 
Anceſtors, w hoſe Wiſdom and V irtue had deſer- 
vedly rais'd them to the higheſt pitch of Power 
and Authority. Would ſuch a Wretch have been 
fuffer*d ? Or rather would not he have been 
expell'd Society, and loſe the Benefit of that Ins 
ſtirugetion, w hoſe nd was Liberty and Protec, 
tion from Injuſtice. Tis my Lord, our Peculiar 
Happineſs to have an excellent Conſtitution, 
where che Rights and Privileges of all are ſet» 
tled, and Wiſely ſecur'd ; where the claims of 
Power are nicely adjuſted, and Fundamentals 
Eitabliſh'd. We have enough of Prerogative, 
and not too much of Liberty. Our Body of 
Laws are the Wiſeſt, and beſt Calculated for. 
that «que Libertas ſo much celebrated by Poli. 
ticians, that the Value of them ſhould be more 
than Gold, and the Price of them, more than 
much Fine Gold. Andꝰ tis a greater Happineſs 
to ſee theſe Laws executed, and our Lib | 
defended. We have a Bill of Rights, which 
us WN Recaguize at their. Cronation, 

ATI: | «| 9 
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that is ful} of Wiſdom, Virtue, and Liberty. 
"Tis ſuch an invaluable Collection of our Pri- 
vileges, that it ſhould be read Solemnly/by us. 
as the Law of Moſes was by the Children of 

Iſrael. *Tis a Law of that Importance. that 
it can never be inculcated enough, nor the ob- 
ſet vation be too ſtrrictly requirid. From 
hence we may draw early Notions of the In- 
comparable Bleſſing of Liberty, and have pro- 


| r Deteſtations of Tyranny; From hence we ' 
| may dread the Terror of a ſtanding Array, and ( 
| rejoice in our freedom of Elections of our 
| h, and of Petitions. Let Us often read 
| is Sacred Depoſitum of our Rights, and 
* bring up to our Imagination, thoſe Noble l 
1 Patriots that eltabliſh'd them, as Addreſſing 
| themſelves to us in theſe Emphatical Words, 4 
[ tho“ ſpoken on a more Solemn occaſion. 1 
| This Bill of Rights, Thou ſhalt teach diligently ] 
[ unto thy Children; and ſhalt tall of them when ; 
[ © thoa Sitteſt in thy Houſe, and when thoawalkeſ® | & 


_ 


© by the way, and when thou lieſt down, and, when 
© thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhall bind them for a from 
© upon thine 2 and they ſhall be as Frontlets be- 1 
feen thy Eyes; and thou fbalt write them upon the : 
6 Poſts of thy Hoaſe, and on thy Gates. Theſe my 
Sons are your Rights, Theſe are your Privileges, 
We have aſſerted and Eſtabliſh'd. —_ 
THA the pretended Power of Suſpendin 
Laws, or the Bxecution of Laus by Reg 
Authority wirhout the conſent of Parliament, 
as it hath been aſſumed and Exerciſed of lata, 
is Illegal. _ THAT 
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' TH AT the pretended Power of Diſpenſing 
with Laws, or the Execution of Laws, by 
Regal Authority, is Wegal. 

THAT the Commiliion for Erecting the 
Court of Commiſſioners . for ' Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes, and all other Courts, and Commiſſi. 
ons of like Nature, are Illegal and Pernicious, 

THAT Levying Money tor or to the Uſe of 
the; Crown,, by ptetence of Prerogative, 
without Grant of Farliament for longer time; 
or in other manner than the ſame is or ſhall be 
granted, is Illegal. 

THAT it is the Right of the Subject to Pe, 
tition the King, and all Commitments and 
Proſecutions for ſuch Petitioning, are Illegal. 

THAT, the cailing and keeping a ſtanding 
Arm within the Kingdom in time of Peace, 
unleſs with Conſent. of Parliament, is . 


Law. 

T. HAT the Subjects Which are "broceflancy 
may. have Arms; for their defence ſuitable to 
their Conditions, and as allow d by Law. 
- THAT Election of Members of Farlia- 
ment ought to be fre. 

IHA the Freedom of Speech, and De- 
bares. of Proceedings in Parliament, ought. not 
to be LImpeach'd, or Queſtion'd in * CG, 


Place out of Parliament. 


THAI Exceſlive Bail ought not to be re- 
quiced; nor Exceſlive Fines im N en 
nor ae Puniſſmgnes inflicted. wy 
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FH Ax jurors ought to be duly Impannell'd 
and Returaid; and Jurors which paſs on Men 
in Tryals of High- Treaſon, ought to be Free. 
donders, 

' THAT all Grants and Promiſes of Fines, 
ad Forfeitures of particular Perſons before 
Cenertion, are Illegaland Void. 

AND that for Rredreſſing all Grisvundes 
and for the Amending, Strengthning, and Pre- 
vr — the Laws, Parliaments ought to wo 

THESE arethe Rights that we have pur- 
chaſed with our Blood, and defended againſt 
ArbitraryPower, and the Corruption of wicked 
ervethem with the ſame 
and Virtue, and pioufly Tranſmit them 
ac Children. Think not that Liberty can 
be bought too dearly, or that Oppreſſion can 


Miniſters. Do you 
Courage 


Let not Hopes or Fears, Rewards or Puniſh- 
ments, ſeduce or deter you from its Glorious 
Service. N your —_— be Honourable, = 

Lifes Free: Frequently repea this 
ble Sentiment, What 1 yt #, 4 can 
nir but once to ſerve our Country? But before I 
conclude, ler me here pay my grateful Ac- 
knowledgments, to thoſe Heroes that died at 


Eveſb am tor the Expulſion of — * 


to thoſe that - for- Liberty, 
the Plains of Barvon, Let me * 
thoſe Patriots that paſt the Excluſion Hill Hſta- 

vu d the Bill of Rights, and confirm'd 12 


be feared too much, Be till your Country's. 
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AQ of Settlement. Let me Honour the Mes 
mory of thoſe brave Penitents, that forſoo 
with Indignation, the fatal Penſions of Charles 
the Second; that had the virtue tobe Diſſoly'd, 
and Gloriouſly aſſerted the Cauſe of Liberty 
in the Depoſal of King James. Let the Me- 
mory of theſe Patriots ever dear to Us; 
But let Us Curſe the Spenſers, and deteſt the 


Geveſtons, Let Us abhor the Treachery and 


Corruption of ſome, and the mean Submiſſion 
of others to the Oppreſſion and Ruin of their 
Country, Let the Empſons and the Dadleys by 
ever thought on by Us, with Infamy and Ex- 
ecration, that could raiſe their Fortune on the 
Pillage and Plunder of their Fellow Subjects. 
But ftill, as a Conſolation, let Us Remember 
and Rejoyce, that the Wages of theſe Grimes 
were Death, Tam, | | 


My Lord, | 
Your Lordſhip? „ 1 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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(34) 
LOPOSTSCOR AIP I 
> My Lord, 0 King 
J Humbly ask Pardon for detaining you any 
1 longer: But on Reading the London Jour- 


nal, 1 could not but obſerve with | pleaſure, 
how many of the are in Places of the 


; Greateſt Power and Advantage, and rejoyce 


that one Family is capable of ſerving, the 
- King and Nation, in all theſe Important Polts. 
Such an Inſtance is not often to be ſeen; For- 
merly a Prime Miniſter would think He had 
done and 'deſerv'd. ſufficiently, if he had 


brought Three or Four of his Relations into 


part of the Adminiſt ration: But now we have 
a Generation, like the famous Fabis in Rome, 
that appear All together in the Defence of 
their Country: Men of ſuch Spirit and Reſo- 
lution, as to Dare, notwithſtanding the Envy 
or Oppoſition of their Enemies, to undertake 
Employ ments fo full of Trouble and Difficulty; 


and in the Execution of which their Behaviour 
will be fo ſtrictly Examin'd. Some Perſons 


indeed may think that this Conduct is not al- 
together ſo proper; and that the Policy of 
enlarging their Intereſt, would be more ſuit- 
able to their Wiſdom, and the Expectation, 
or Vanity of the World, which is apt to flat» 
ter itſelf in ſuch Caſes, with having a ſhare in 
the Profits and Honours & the State. Theſe 
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opinions, I muſt own, are ſomething plauſible» 
and they are only ſo; for no one, I believe, 
will give any great regard to them. Would 
Men come unprejudic'd, and diſpa ſſionate. 1 
would venture to ask them, Whether this 
Conduct is not highly Reaſonable and Proper 
for the end that is propoſed, The better Go- 
vernment of the Nation? The knowledge of 
Mens Manners, Capacities, and Inclinations. 
creates a particular Fruſt and Confidence; tt 
adds new Strength, and givesa greater Force 
to their Union. Such a Concert is irreliſtible, 
and like the Magick of Mechanicks, produces 
Miracles from the diſpoſition of irs Engines, 
and the knowledge of their Forces. When 
the Latines had Revolted from their Obedience 


to the Romans, each Man ſays Livy, choſe his 


Relation or his Neighbour for his Companion 
in the War: They made a ſolemn Oath to be 
true to each other, and Refolv'd to Conquer 
or to Die together. Thi confederacy conſiſt- 
ing all ot Relations, or Friends, whoſe Virtue, 
Valour and Abilities, were known to each 
other, rais'd and animated their Courage, and 
inſpir'd them with ſuch Sentiments, as had 
like to have prov'd fatal to the Roman Poxer. 
Diſtruſt and Jealouſy obſtructs, or defeats the 
beſt Deſigns; but mutual Confidence ariſing 
from the knowledge of your Aſſociate's abili- 
ties, from his Virtue, Courage, and other 
neceflary Qualities ;. mult ſurmouat the Great. 


eſt Difficulties, and gain every Advantage: 
E 3 Such 


Such a Combination makes the Intereſt of 
One, the Intereſt of All. Their Motivesand 
their Ends are all the ſame; their Counſels 
are regularly directed, and their Conduct 
from thence is ſo uniform, that no Ambition 
- of Confederacy can diſturb them. When we 
ſes one Brother in the T—=ry, another 
8—ry of S——re, and and a Third P Mr 
G———cal, What Invaſions can we fear from 
Abroad, or what Diſturbances at Home? 
How will the vigilance of One be beneficial to 
All? and the Intelligence of a S——y. be 
improv*'d by the care and aſſiſtance of the Su- 
per Intendant of the Poſt-Office ? What ap- 
prehenſion can we have of Treaſonable Cor- 
reſpandences, or Seditious Letters, when tis 
once known that G, W— 1 and R—:t, 
W--1, Eſquires, are both Brothers; and that 
one is firſt Com—-r of the T—y, and the 
other P ſt M—r G——1? 'Tis Happy for 
us that we have Men for ſuch Paſts, at 
Poſts for ſuch Men. As for Mr. W—— 's 
Sons, or Grandſons, if he has any, we can 
* take enough care of them; they ſhould 
be early initiated in the Service of their 
Country, and improve thoſe Seeds of Virtue, 
and Publick Spirit that they inherit from their 
Nable Father; Let one be Clerk of the Pells 
and the other Inſpector of the Cuſtoms; Let 
them Learn betimes to imitate his unconquer- 
able contempt of Money, and Practice his 
Lenuerous Deſence of Innocence in ay 
. n 
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And may theſe Sons beget many others in the 


like Barrillai, there 
may be Seventy of them to appear before the 
King, As for my part, I rejoyce to ſee ſo many 
worthy Men in Office, and am pleas d, like che 
Noble Spartan in Plurarob, to find fo many 
better Men than my ſelf in Publick Employ⸗ 
ments. I can ſee theſe Patriots, I thank God, 
without Envy; and refle& that I have no ſhare 
of Power, without any concern. It has for- 
merly, indeed, been made an Article of Im- 
peachment againſt ſome Great Men, that they 
advanc'd only their Creatures and Relations; 
bur that aroſe probably from the hatred the 
Nation has always had againſt Favourites; or 
perhaps the Perſons thus Advanced, were really 
unfit for their Employments; They might 


have no Abilities, or Experience of Buſineſs . 


or perhaps, what is worſe, they were diſ- 
honeſt in the Execution of their Office; bur tis 
otherwiſe with us. The Illuſtrious Family of 
the are as well known to us as they 
are to each other, their Views are the ſame, 
and their Regard tothe Publick equally Gene- 
rous and Laudable : And tho? the Profit ari- 


ſing from theſe Places is very conſiderable, yer 


that is meerly accidental, and has no weight 
with Perſons ſo'dilintereſted and attacht to 
their Country: And 1 dare Anſwer for them 
that they would continue their Service, wes 
their — reduc d; fo much do they Love 
the power of doing good. I can't make 1 
end, 
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end, without deſiring your Lordſhip to inform 
whether R 22 Eſq; a CountryGentler\ 
| man, that was ExpelPd Houſe of Com! 
'R mons ſome time ago, and committed ti the 
Tower, for his vigorous oppoſition of Arbitra- 
ry Meaſures, has the Honour 'to be Related 
to R — Eſq; you firſt Commiſſi- 
onerof the Treaſury, for I proteſt I can't tell 
If keis, Allerus Lovers of their Country hope 7 


A poet Caro of. 1 . 
My LORD, - 
| hips .d, 
 YourLordſhip's, G 
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Enter M. 16. If any ſbould be ſo Weak 8 
L Pape e to Bremen, Read any One; 
III. p. 27. Ferdune, Read . 
Read Richard the ſecond. | | 
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